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224 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Of course it is impossible for any one person to make an assertion of 
the accuracy of all parts of Mrs. White's large work, but there is every 
evidence that in the history of the lineage of the families in America 
she has used every effort to secure accuracy. 

The only weak points are in the department of American genealogy, 
in which such mistakes so often occur. The descent from the Rev. Jos- 
eph Alleine, and from Rev. Samuel Rutherford, the royal descent through 
the Logans, and above all, the claim in regard to the Duke of Argyle 
(not by Mrs. White, however, on her own authority), are either unsup- 
ported by proof, or, as in the last-named case, mistakes. These things, 
however, are mere flaws, and in no way affect the great excellence or 
value of the book. 



Donald Robertson and His Wife Rachel Rogers, of King and 
Queen County, Virginia, Their Ancestry and Posterity, Also a Brief 
Account of the Ancestry of Commodore Richard Taylor, of Orange 
County, Virginia, and His Naval History During the War of the 
American Revolution. By William Kyle Anderson. Illustrated. 
Pp. 263, index xxvi. [Preface dated Detroit, Mich., 1900.] Winn 
& Hammond, Printers, Detroit. 

This is a most carefully prepared genealogy of another of the Scotch 
families, which have done so much for Virginia and the country at large. 
Beginning with a Charles Robertson, who is believed to have lived near 
Inverness, and who had a son born in 1681, the account comes down 
through Donald Robertson, who came to Virginia in 1752, and settled 
in King and Queen county, where he was long noted as a teacher. 
Among his pupils were James Madison and George Rogers Clark. 

Among the families treated of in addition to the Robertsons are the 
Rogers, Semples (descended from two sons of Rev. James Semple, min- 
ister of Dreghorn, Scotland), Garner, Taylor, Jacob, Byrne, Anderson, 
Green, Bradford, Clay, and many others. 

On pages 205-224 the much disputed question of the marriage of 
John Rogers, of King and Queen, with Mary, daughter of William Byrd, 
1st, of Westover, is considered. Mr. Anderson makes a careful inves- 
tigation and concludes that there is no ground for the assertion, but 
that it is almost certain that Mrs. Rogers was a member of the Bird 
family, of King and Queen. 

The latter part of the book treats of the immediate ancestry and the 
Revolutionary career of Commodore Richard Taylor. In conclusion it 
only need be said that Mr. Anderson's book is handsome in appearance, 
well illustrated, and that the genealogical work is thoroughly well done. 



